YORKSHIRE RAT CLUB

CONSTITUTION AND RULES

 

Constitution

The Club shall be named the Yorkshire Rat Club.
 

Objectives

· To promote the Fancy Rat as a show animal and a pet.

· To represent rat owners in the Yorkshire region and to provide advice on rat-related issues as appropriate.

· To provide a regular Club meeting place and show venue in Yorkshire and to attend other venues where appropriate
· To encourage and assist the new and/or novice rat owner in both competition and breeding.
Club Rules

1 - Membership
1.1 There shall be six grades of membership, namely: Life (awarded by an AGM), Adult, Family, Concessionary (Juniors, Students [Full time education], Over 60s), Educational/Business, Overseas. Junior members are designated as those under 16 years of age. Subscription rates will be reviewed by the Committee and submitted to the membership for ratification. A joining fee is payable by all new members and those whose membership has lapsed by more than six months.
1.2 Membership of the Club shall be open to all who are in sympathy with the aims of the Club. Any members aged 16 or over can vote at an AGM and EGM and can stand for election to the Committee, having been proposed and seconded.
1.3 Payment of the subscription is deemed to constitute acceptance of the rules. 
1.4 Members will be allowed a period of grace in which to renew their memberships after they expire. They would be expected to renew their memberships within 28 days of their membership expiring. During this period they will retain access to all member services but may not take part in any AGM or EGM procedures.

1.5 Members who have allowed their membership to lapse for up to 3 months may rejoin the club without incurring the joining fee. Their memberships are then backdated to their previous expiry date and are treated as continuous.
Members who have allowed their membership to lapse for between 3 and 6 months may rejoin the club without incurring the joining fee. Their membership is then restarted from the date of rejoining. 
Members who have allowed their membership to lapse for six months or more will need to apply for a new membership [and thus incur a joining fee].

1.6 Any member whose membership has lapsed beyond the accepted renewal period of grace shall be required to return all club property in his/her possession.

1.7 A list of membership information will be held by the Committee and Journal Editor. Access to this information will be controlled by the Committee to ensure it is used only for Club matters.
1.8 All members of the YRC are expected to be courteous to fellow members and be mindful of how their conduct reflects on the club.

 

2 - Committee
2.1 The Club will be administered by a Committee. The Committee will consist of up to 14 elected members, as outlined:

· Life President                             

· Chairman    

· Vice Chairman

· Honorary Secretary      

· Treasurer   

· Membership Secretary             

· Show Secretary

· Publicity Officer

· Show Manager

· Committee Member

· Committee Member

· Committee Member

· Committee Member

· Committee Member

 (Max 5)

The Committee may raise or lower the number of posts, or combine posts, as it deems necessary to ensure the efficient function of the Committee and Club.
All Committee posts will be elected annually, apart from Life President which is conferred by an AGM.

The Committee may additionally make appointments to selected roles as Committee members or Club Workers.
Appointees may be drawn from the Committee and wider membership. They may attend Committee meetings and shall have voting status, where appropriate. These shall be:
Appointed Roles

Club Workers

 

· Journal Editor

· Assistant Show Secretary

· Shop Manager

· Liaison Officer

· Archivist

· Kitten Sales Co-ordinator

· Website Manager

· Fun Events Co-ordinator

· Catering Manager

· Awards Secretary

· Young Persons Activities Co-ordinator

· Forum Administrator

 

2.2 If a Committee post becomes vacant, the Committee can co-opt a member to fill that post until the next AGM. This will be reported in the Club journal and Forum.

2.3 The Committee will meet at least twice a year, including the AGM. Any Committee member may call a meeting if an important matter arises. At least five Committee members must be present to constitute a quorum. 

2.4 If the Chairman is not present, the meeting shall be chaired by the Vice Chairman. If the Vice Chairman is also absent the Committee shall elect another committee member to chair the meeting.
2.5 The Honorary Secretary shall be responsible for taking and keeping minutes of all Committee meetings and shall submit a summary of each Committee meeting to the Club newsletter. If the Hon. Secretary is not present at a Committee meeting, another Committee member shall undertake this task. 
2.6 Copies of the minutes shall be available to members at reasonable notice. The committee minutes are the intellectual property of the Club and may not be used and reproduced without permission.
2.7 Business can also be conducted by telephone or email, and voting will be recorded and be as binding as if a meeting had been held. Arising out of Club affairs, the Committee shall have the power to decide any matter or arbitrate in any dispute not provided for in these rules.
2.8 Committee members may not use their titles and/or positions to falsely represent the Club to the membership, general public or any form of the media by presenting personally held views and opinions as those of the Club.

3 - AGMs and EGMs

3.1 Proposals and amendments to the Constitution and Rules of the Club can be made at an Annual General Meeting (AGM) or at an Extraordinary General Meeting (EGM).

3.2 An EGM may be called by at least 25% of the total Adult membership (or a majority of the Committee) who shall sign a petition stating their proposals and shall send this to the Chairman and Honorary Secretary. 

An EGM may also be called by the Committee to seek the members’ views and to deal with specific issues affecting the Club. The EGM must be held at the next show or the one after.
3.3 The Honorary Secretary will circulate details of an EGM, and the proposals, to all members at least 14 days before its date. 

3.4 Nominations for the Committee must be made in writing to the Hon. Secretary and/or Chairman and must be seconded. These may be e-mailed but will be subject to verification with the seconder by the Hon. Secretary and/or Chairman.
Prospective candidates from the membership will be invited to apply for Committee posts within twenty-one (21) days of the date of posting of the AGM notification letter (or in the Club journal, via the Club Forum etc). Candidates must confirm acceptance of their candidature and provide a written election statement. Failure to do either by a given deadline will result in their disqualification from the election process. 
A list of candidates, together with a written election statement from each candidate will then be put forward to the membership for a postal only vote. Ballot papers will be returned to the designated returns officer by a specified date prior to the AGM. The duly elected member will take up the vacant post with full committee voting rights until the next Annual General Meeting. 
In the event of there being only one candidate within the allotted twenty-one (21) days, the Committee shall declare the candidature unopposed and the position will be filled by that candidate. In the event of there being no applicants for a vacant post, the Committee will invite applications from the membership and/or shall co-opt a member to fill the vacancy as appropriate. 
There is no provision for proxy votes for nominations at an AGM.

3.5 Proposals for an AGM must be made in writing to the Hon. Secretary and/or Chairman and must be seconded. These may be e-mailed but will be subject to verification with the seconder by the Hon. Secretary and/ or Chairman. There is no provision for postal or proxy votes for proposals at an AGM or EGM.

3.6 For any proposal at an AGM or EGM to be carried, a majority of the votes cast must be in favour. Each proposal will be voted on separately. Only fully paid-up Adult members may vote at an AGM or EGM. There is no provision for postal or proxy votes at an AGM or EGM. 

3.7 Only fully paid up Adult members of the Club may make nominations or proposals or stand for election to the Committee. Their membership should not have lapsed at the time of making any nomination or proposal, standing for election, or at the AGM itself.

3.8 Apologies for absence at an AGM may also be e-mailed to the Hon. Secretary and/or Chairman.
 

4 - Disputes

4.1 All complaints relating to incidents occurring at a YRC event should be made to either the YRC Liaison Officer or other Committee Member at the event, or to the Honorary Secretary in writing as soon as possible after the incident. The Honorary secretary will reply as soon as is reasonably practicable. No other forms of complaint will be considered.

4.2 The Committee expects those complaining to do so in a courteous manner without publicly discussing the issue until the Committee has fully investigated the complaint.

4.3 Should the Committee receive a complaint about any matter not occurring at a YRC event, but involving a YRC member(s), then the Committee shall consider the nature of the complaint and examine all available information.

4.4 If it is felt that the member(s) actions are injurious to the aims and objectives of the YRC, or have brought the YRC into disrepute, then the Committee will take such action as deemed appropriate, including suspension or expulsion from the Club.

 

5 - Accounts
5.1 The Honorary Treasurer shall be responsible for the funds of the club and shall have responsibility for the club bank account and for all monies paid on behalf of the club.
5.2 The Hon. Treasurer will keep written accounts of income and expenditure, a summary of which will be submitted at each Committee meeting. 

5.3 The Hon. Treasurer will present an audited statement of the Club's income and expenditure to the AGM.
5.4 The accounts will be audited annually, by an agreed impartial person, before each AGM.

5.5 Receipts or other evidence of expenditure must be supplied where reimbursement is required, and claims must usually be made to the Hon. Treasurer within three months. 
5.6 No expenditure over £50 will be made on behalf of the Club unless first agreed by the Committee.

6 - Liability

6.1 The Committee and Club cannot be held liable for any losses suffered and/or disputes /claims by members or other parties in respect of goods and services provided by individuals and other organisations at any event staged by the Club, or advertised within the Club Journal.

7 -Dissolution
7.1 The Yorkshire Rat Club may, at any time, be dissolved and its assets transferred to a similar organisation by a resolution proposed by at least two-thirds of the Committee or twenty-five members (except Junior members).  An Extraordinary General Meeting will be held at a date and venue decided by the Committee within 28 days of such resolution being received.
7.2 A two-thirds majority vote of those present at the EGM is required to dissolve the Club.

 

 

*********************************************************

 

SHOW RULES

SR1 - Judges

1. The Varieties and Pet Classes will be judged in accordance with the National Fancy Rat Society (NFRS) Show Schedule. Variety Classes will be judged using the NFRS Standards of Excellence.

Judging shall be by qualified NFRS recognised Judges, including those training on the NFRS Judge Training Scheme.

Overseas Judges shall be those recognised by their appropriate club or society as qualified judge.

Judges’ expenses shall be set at a preset maximum level as agreed by the Committee. Expenses in excess of this amount shall be subject to Committee approval.

 

SR 2 - Entry Fees
 2.1 An entry fee shall be charged for each exhibit in accordance with the current rates set by the Committee. The entry fees will be subject to review by the Committee and shall be submitted to the membership for confirmation at the AGM. 
2.2 Entry fees are payable on the day of the show unless otherwise specified.
2.3 If exhibits are withdrawn after the advertised closing date and time, the entry fees will still be payable in full, unless agreed otherwise by the Committee, in exceptional circumstances.
2.4 Any late entries and alterations to entries after the advertised closing date and time or on the day of the show, may only be made subject to the Show Secretary's discretion. A higher entry fee shall be applied for such late changes.
SR 3 - Shows and Entries
3.1 All YRC shows at the Club’s regular venue are Table Shows i.e. for YRC members only unless otherwise specified. Non-members are welcome at the Show Secretary’s discretion.
3.2 Proxy entries may be accepted at the Show Secretary’s discretion.
3.3 The Show Secretary shall have discretion as to whether to accept multiple entries from individual member(s), subject to any entry limits currently imposed by the Committee.
3.4 The rat must be owned and in possession of the named exhibitor at the time of entry. The definition of the rat’s ‘owner’ is the major care giver for that rat.

3.5 Individuals may exhibit at a maximum of two (2) YRC shows as non members within a 12 month period, after which time they will be expected to join the Club and exhibit as YRC members.

3.6 The Show Secretary shall have the discretion to refuse to accept entries from any individual, subject to the notification and subsequent agreement of the Committee.

 

SR 4 - Exhibits

4.1 Rats shall be exhibited in plastic tanks such as those used by the NFRS or similar tanks, of not less than 11 litre capacity. Wire mesh lids must be used for Varieties classes. Plastic Lids are acceptable for Pet Classes. New exhibitors may, at the Show Secretary's discretion, use plastic lids for Varieties classes at the first YRC Varieties Show where they exhibit.
4.2 Kittens may be doubled up to share a show tank, as long as these are easily distinguished and of the same sex. Adult rats may not be doubled up to share a show tank and must be shown individually.

4.3 Rats may be shown on any brown or beige substrate provided it is safe and clean.

4.4 No more than 5cm of any bedding will be allowed in each show tank.
4.5 Exhibits must be provided with one small piece of either apple, carrot or cucumber per animal as a source of moisture and the addition of individual water bottles for tented and warmer shows.

4.6 No exhibits may be removed from the judging area whilst judging is in progress without the permission of the Show Secretary, Show Manager or Steward. Exhibits may only then be removed from the judging area by a designated steward or show official.

4.7: It is the responsibility of the exhibitor to ensure that each rat is entered into the correct variety and age class. Once judging has commenced no alteration or moving to other classes will be allowed.

4.8 Only the officiating judge has the authority to disqualify an exhibit for whatever reason he/she deems appropriate once judging is in progress.

4.9 Rats not entered as exhibits in the show may attend as designated "Shoulder Rats" in accordance with the current published guidelines for Shoulder Rats as laid down by the Committee. 

 

 

SR 5 - Exhibits’ Health
5.1 Each exhibitor is asked to check their rats’ health prior to the show.
5.2 Health checks may be performed before judging commences to ensure no ill health was overlooked.
5.3 Rats found to have active infestations or obvious signs of ill health will be disqualified.

5.4 If a rat is disqualified at a show, for any reason, the owner or owner’s representative shall be informed on the (judge’s) critique on the day of the show. The pink copy must be retained by the Show Secretary on that day. A copy of the information will then be sent to then NFRS Standards Officer who will keep the information on file.

5.5 If a rat dies or is discovered to have a potentially serious infectious disease at a show, then the owner is required to remove all their animals and take no further part in the show. The rats will not remain in the show hall but shall be removed to an area where other rats are not put at risk. If there is no suitable area then the exhibitor can be asked to leave and the occurrence brought to the Committee’s attention within 24 hours.

5.6 If an exhibitor's rattery has recently had an infectious disease/virus, such as SDAV, they may not exhibit at a YRC show until an appropriate period of quarantine has been completed. Advice should be sought from the Committee accordingly.

5.7: Any member who owns wild Rattus Norvegicus will be barred from showing or exhibiting any rats until they have the wild rats tested for Leptospira antibodies and that the tests prove negative.
SR 6 - Stock Sales
6.1 Only fully paid up YRC members may buy and sell rats from the Sales Table. 

6.2 Members wishing to sell rats must have been members for at least 3 months.  

6.3 Members must notify the Kitten Sales Co-ordinator before the show date, if they intend to sell or exchange rats. The Kitten Sales Co-ordinator has the absolute discretion to limit the number of sellers and the number of rats for sale. A small charge on the total sales by each seller will be made at the end of each show, at a rate determined by the Committee. This charge will be donated to Club funds.
6.4 Rats for sale/ exchange must be between six and thirteen weeks old. Rats that appear to be younger may not be allowed to be sold. Older rats, and those not bred by the seller, may be sold/exchanged only by special arrangement.
6.5 The health of each rat must be checked by an appointed official before being advertised for sale. If any suspected health problems are found the kittens may be withdrawn from sale. 
6.6 If a seller's rattery has recently had an infectious disease/virus, such as SDAV, they may not sell any rats at a YRC show until an appropriate period of quarantine has been completed. Advice should be sought from the Committee accordingly.
6.7 Rats being collected on the day may not be entered for the show. 

6.8 At the time of the sale sellers must give the new owner their full name and postal address along with the rat's date of birth. A Committee representative will supervise the sale, exchange and welfare of the rats/ kittens at the show. 
6.9 If any rats/kittens are withdrawn from the table by the seller, they must go home with the seller. 
6.10 The Club will accept no liability for any problems resulting from any sale or exchange.
 

SR 7 Trophies
7.1 Winners of trophies shall sign a receipt for the trophy(ies), a copy of which shall be retained by the Awards Secretary.
7.2 YRC trophies will not be awarded to non-members.
7.3 All trophies shall be returned to the Awards Secretary upon written request, on or before the date specified for their return.
7.4 Any member failing to return trophies or make acceptable arrangements for their return shall be suspended until such time as the trophies are returned.

7.5 Any member whose membership lapses beyond the agreed renewal 'period of grace' (see Rules 1.4 and 1.6) or who is suspended/expelled from the club will be required to return all trophies in his/her possession to the Awards Secretary immediately.

 

SR 8 Objections
8.1 The officiating judge's decision in the placing or awards given to any exhibit is final unless officially challenged according to the procedure laid down in the rules.
8.2 A member may challenge the judge's decision on the eligibility of any exhibit and its placing, except on the grounds of age. Any challenge must be made in writing and accompanied by a deposit of £10.00 and handed to the Show Secretary/Assistant Show Secretary before the close of the show. The Show Secretary/Assistant Show Secretary, Judge and one other co-opted member (not necessarily a committee member) shall investigate the matter and the majority decision of the investigation panel will be final and binding. In the event of the challenge being upheld, the deposit will be returned to the challenger and any other necessary action taken by the panel. If the challenge/objection fails, the deposit will be forfeit and paid into club funds.
8.3 A challenge to the officiating judge's decision may not be made after the close of the show.

 

SR 9 Show Liability

The Club/Committee cannot be held responsible for any loss, injury or damage incurred by individuals at an event staged by the Club outside of insurance cover provided by the hirers or organisers of the show premises.

 










